
 

GOING THE DISTANCE 
A weekly update for Distance Learners at Wintonbury Early Childhood Magnet School 

FEBRUARY 26, 2021 Important Dates: 
 
Wednesday, March 10 No School, Teacher      
                                     Professional Development 
Friday, March 12          Black History Month       
                                     Virtual Celebration 
March 17, 18, 19 -       Early Dismissal, Parent                            
                                    Teacher Conferences                        

Mrs. Crawford’s class read No Mirrors in My Nana's House by Ysaye M. Barnwell 

and listened to her sing the story. (Dr. Ysaye M. Barnwell is a member of Sweet 

Honey In The Rock, an a capella quartet of African American women.) We drew a 

picture of someone that make's us feel special like the Nana in the story. We sang 

a song about mirrors only showing our outside parts but talking and playing 

will show more about us. We are making our own book to go with the song. To 

hear Sweet Honey in the Rock sing the song, click HERE. 

Update: We have completed the Sec-

ond Step Curriculum!  We will continue 

social emotional learning by revisiting 

and expanding on the 

Second Step lessons. 

As with the in school classrooms, each Distance Learning Class selected a 
picture book to read in celebration of black history month.  This will        
culminate in a virtual celebration on March 12, at 6:30. More details to 
come. 

Miss Lindgren  read  Juneteenth for Mazie to her students. There are many 

things that Mazie wants to do, but she is too little. She is sad because of this. Her 

Dad explains that Mazie's great, great, great, grandpa Mose heard "no" all of the 

time, because he was forced to work as a slave. Mazie's Dad tells the story of 

when grandpa Mose heard the news of the Emancipation Proclamation. He found 

out he was free. Now it is Juneteenth, and Mazie gets to celebrate the freedom of 

her grandpa Mose, and all of the other people who were set free on that historic 

day. We discussed how the book made them feel and drew pictures to represent 

their feelings. The response was overwhelmingly happy! 

Mr. Martin read  Little People, Big Dreams: Aretha Franklin. We learned about 

Aretha’s childhood and her most popular song called Respect. Mr. Marting 

explained Aretha sang the song because she wanted people to be kind and fair to 

one another. We practiced saying the letters in the word R-E-S-P-E-C-T.  We 

learned that Aretha wrote songs about how her feelings and that she was the first 

woman to be inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. Aretha also got to sing 

at the inauguration of the first African American president. We played instruments 

and danced to Aretha’s music.    

Mrs . Mancini shared the book Harlem’s Little Blackbird which chronicles 

the life of singer Florence Mills. We learned she had a voice like a sweet 

bird. Despite her talent that could make her an international star, she was 

faced with racism  But she always stood up for what was right.  When 

Florence was to perform in Washington, DC, her friends were initially not 

allowed into the theater because it was a white only audience.  Florence 

said, “If they can’t go I there, I’m staying out here!”  Although her voice 

was never recorded, she sang I’m a Little Blackbird on Broadway in NYC.  To 

here another artist sing the song, click HERE.  We drew pictures of 

ourselves performing on a stage like Florence. We also This Little Light of Mine when we spoke 

about Florence standing up for her beliefs and letting her light shine. 

Ms. Martin read the book A Tisket, A Tasket to her class. We have been learning 

about the famous female black musician named Ella Fitzgerald. She is lovingly 

referred to as the “Queen of Jazz” and won 13 Grammy’s, and performed for 

diverse audiences at venues all over the world. She was humble and kind, and 

loved by all. We have been listening to her song “A-Tisket, A-Tasket” and have 

been enjoying singing and dancing along! We love her voice, as well as the 

instrument sounds that are prominent in the song.  We also have been watching 

Ella Fitzgerald sing, and talking about her contributions to jazz music.  We asked 

the children to share the song with their family and dance along with someone 

they love...it can be a sibling, parent, other loved one, or a stuffed animal! Click here to listen to the 

song: https://youtu.be/1bgFkeDLpSI 

https://youtu.be/d-Wj1XBb83g
https://youtu.be/ta7C9tc08jk
https://youtu.be/1bgFkeDLpSI

